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You changed everything



CHANGE BUILT ON GENEROSITY

FIFTEEN YEARS AGO when I started volunteering at the St. Vincent de Paul Society of Marin, we faced 

many challenges. The number of people experiencing homelessness in our community was increasing, and 

the visibility of this crisis was obvious. As a devoted group of volunteers and donors, we did our best to 

feed, clothe and assist people in need. Our work was valiant and important, and yet we struggled with how 

to help people get out of crisis mode and into a more stable life going forward.

Today, so much has changed. To be exact, 55,909 acts of generosity brought us from “there” to “here.” How 

did we arrive at this very specific number? The St. Vincent de Paul Society of Marin received 55,909 unique 

and generous gifts in those 15 years. Each gift  arrived with a personal dream from its donor—a desire to 

end suffering in Marin County by providing a more stable, healthy and happy life for struggling individuals 

and families including A SAFE PLACE TO LIVE. Together, we are seeing this dream come true.

Today, thanks to your support of the Society, chronic homeless in Marin is down 28% with new housing 

units for this special population on the horizon. Our Homeless Outreach Team is helping house people 

experiencing chronic homelessness while also vastly improving our community’s system of care for people 

in desperate need of help. At the same time, you helped 1,800 families AVOID FIRST TIME HOMELESSNESS 

through our “home visits” program. And, as you’ll see in this annual report, you are also helping us launch 

a new “Rapid Response” program, our innovative response to immediately assist anyone experiencing 

homelessness in Marin.

In recognition of this impact, the Society’s executive director, Christine Paquette, and the St. Vincent de Paul 

Society of Marin were recognized with the prestigious Excellence in Leadership Award at CVNL’s Heart of 

Marin Awards luncheon in January, 2020. Indeed, we have come a long way.

I know that some of you have been supporting this work for dozens of years while others are new to our 

family. But as I come to the end of my tenure as President of the Board of Directors for the Society, I see 

more than ever that this is a joint effort among all of us who are devoted to making Marin County a more 

compassionate and humane community. When you helped us change again quickly to respond during 

the COVID-19 crisis, I witnessed the power of our dreams coming together. For every family and individual 

suffering in our community, you give them a piece of your own dream and the tools for a better life. With 

your devotion to the Society, you change our community; you change the lives of people in need; and, 

indeed, you change yourself as well. Yes, you change everything.

With heartfelt gratitude,

 

Rich Gallagher

President, Board of Directors
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55,909 Acts of Generosity Changed Everything



YOU CHANGED LIVES 

3

You Lifted Up More Than 10,000 People 

Thank you for improving everything we do for vulnerable children, adults, seniors and  
veterans, even during the pandemic. 

MORE SUCCESS WITH ENDING HOMELESSNESS  
Your housing first strategies are working consistently throughout Marin!  In only two years, your Housing 
Outreach Team (HOT) collaborative has housed more than 200 chronically homeless people with 
supportive care, providing long-term solutions that save our community $8.5 million annually.  

PREVENTING SUFFERING 
You gave more to support direct financial aid, offsetting the higher costs of housing, food, healthcare and 
car repairs for people in crisis, preventing homelessness for more than 1,800 families, including 3,202 adults 
and 1,641 children. Your generosity assists the work of more than 200 trained volunteers who donated 
23,500 hours and work hard in our Emergency Help Line and Home Visits crisis intervention programs.  

HEALTHIER MEALS AND MORE DIRECT ASSISTANCE 
Your Free Dining Room served more than 205,000 hot nutritious meals and added more heart-healthy food 
options for people with compromised immune systems, including our new vegan salad bar. During Marin’s 
safety power outages, you fed twice as many people for several days. Your Dining Room opened doors for 
people who needed assistance with housing searches; and offered help through Community Court, allowing 
350 low-income people to resolve outstanding fines for minor offenses through community service. 
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“It was hard for me to ask for 
help. I was afraid we would 
lose everything our family and 
workers had done to support 
ourselves. We feel so blessed 
that people we don’t even 
know, cared about us.  
Thank you!” 
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RIGO WAS PROUD to operate his own small 
business. Starting out as a gardener in his 
hometown of Novato, he was able to build a 
thriving tree service business. Early in their 
marriage, his wife Alda handled the books and 
scheduled customers while their children were in 
school. This required long hours and late nights 
budgeting for paychecks and materials, while 
tucking a little bit away “for a rainy day” when 
they could.
 
Rigo and Alda were hard workers and well-liked 
by their customers in Marin, so business grew 
steadily. The couple modeled for their sons the 
hard work that paid for the family’s condominium 
and put food on their table. 
 
But disaster struck in October when the engine 
of their commercial truck died. Most upsetting to 
Rigo was that the cost to fix the engine exceeded 
their emergency savings by thousands of dollars. 
Without the truck, his crews could not work. 
To make matters worse, they could not qualify 
for a small business loan, and it was the end of 
the month and their mortgage payment was 
due. In desperation, Rigo called St. Vincent’s for 
help. Thanks to you, St. Vincent’s sent volunteer 
counselors to meet with Rigo and Alda in their 
home the next day…the only community service 
of its kind in Marin County for people in crisis.
 
That’s when your generosity changed 
everything. You came through with a lifeline by 
contributing to Rigo’s own savings for a down 
payment to the mechanic. With your help, our 
volunteers helped Rigo negotiate a payment 
schedule for the balance. With this plan, Rigo 
and Alda quickly got their truck back on the road 

before they were forced to cancel more jobs. 
Their mortgage payment was made on time, and, 
thankfully, their young sons were protected from 
this stressful, serious family financial crisis. As 
a result, the boys were able to stay focused on 
their school work, thanks to you.

Your generosity changed everything for 1,800 
families in crisis, including 3,203 adults and 
1,641 children here in Marin.

You returned this family  
to self sufficiency 

COMMUNITY STABILITY 



6

You succeeded where  
hope was lost

BUILDING TRUST TAKES TIME

IT SEEMED LIKE YVETTE was wishing to 
become invisible when she cautiously entered 
our Free Dining Room one day in September. 
Sitting alone, she appeared sunburned, 
exhausted and scared, weighed down by her 
faded backpack and a lifelong history of trauma, 
beginning with a childhood filled with abuse. 
Yvette was silently struggling with a persistent 
fear of others. Sleeping outdoors took a heavy 
toll on Yvette’s mental health. Yvette looked like 
she had given up all hope.
 
But you were not going to give up on Yvette. Your 
support of St. Vincent’s Homeless Outreach Team 
(HOT) meant that someone kept reaching out to 
Yvette—no matter how many times she denied 
needing anything. Nine weeks later, Yvette finally 
agreed to accept help. Your HOT team quickly 
guided Yvette to find affordable and safe housing 
with a housing voucher. Yvette’s case manager 
was by her side to help her sign the lease and 
make a plan for how her new housing assistance 
would pay her rent on time. But the story didn’t 

end there. You made sure HOT was there to 
check in daily with Yvette to ease the transition 
from street life to housing, and teach her the life 
skills she needed, such as understanding how to 
use an ATM.
 
You didn’t just change one thing for Yvette, 
you changed everything. Emboldened by her 
progress, Yvette worked with her case manager 
to complete her application for health insurance 
and then located health professionals she trusted 
with her physical and mental health. She was no 
longer trying to just survive; instead she decided 
to thrive. Because of you and the ongoing 
support of her HOT case manager, Yvette is on 
track with a long-term wellness plan that makes 
her proud of how far she has come, and ready for 
the world to see her again.
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Sitting alone, she appeared 
sunburned, exhausted and 
scared, weighed down by 
her faded backpack and a 
lifelong history of trauma, 
beginning with a childhood 
filled with abuse. 
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First, you helped create St. Vincent’s Homeless 
Outreach Team. Since that launch, Marin’s 
chronic homelessness rate has been reduced  
by 28%. 

More than 200 medically fragile people are now 
living indoors thanks to this community-wide 
improvement and St. Vincent’s supporters, with 
more to come in 2020. 

By changing our community’s response to 
homelessness, 50% of Marin’s homeless veterans 
have now received housing, with less than 50 
veterans left to be housed.  

We can do it!

This year, more than twenty-two families left 
homelessness and found safe, nurturing homes 
for their children in Marin County, thanks to you. 
With more help, we can assist more families  
in 2020.

Success breeds success. In response to our 
community success, this year Marin County 
was granted monthly federal housing vouchers 
to support an additional 50 people who are 
suffering from chronic homelessness. Working 
together, we can get 50 more people off of the 
streets in 2020.

Your generosity has launched our new “rapid 
response” program in 2020, an exciting, 

You changed everything about 
homelessness in Marin County  

CHANGE BRINGS SUCCESS
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*Based on Santa Clara 2015 6-Yr Cost Study  

http://destinationhomescc.org/homenotfound/

Number of people housed

St. Vincent’s 
transformative 
programs save 
money, resources 
and lives. 

innovative response to helping even more people 
by aiding them to get off the streets today and 
end their homelessness forever. 

THE GOAL
Our goal is to house at least 50 more chronically 
homeless people this year. We are making 
tremendous gains. Everyone benefits from 
a more positive business environment and 
improved community health and well-being.

With a 93% success rate keeping persons 
experiencing chronic homelessness housed,  
we believe that we can change everything  
for the better with your continued support.

Now, thanks to you, all of Marin is ending chronic 
homelessness together—one person at a time.

WE CAN’T  
STOP NOW
Your gift right now is critical to 

building on many years of proven 

success. More than 55,000 gifts to 

St. Vincent’s have already contrib-

uted to making St. Vincent’s and 

our community a leader in ending 

chronic homelessness. 

Please contribute as generously  

as you can to our collaborative 

community goal of ENDING chronic 

homelessness in Marin forever. Your 

gift will also prevent homelessness 

and end veteran homelessness in 

Marin County for good. 

Help us strengthen this collabora-

tive approach that is working! 

Please give! 

Your gift right now will house 50 

more chronically homeless people, 

and prevent nearly 2,000 people 

from becoming homeless.

Our community is saving 
$8.5 million annually by 
housing 200 high-risk  
people*
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“I couldn’t think straight 
and had no idea what 
might be possible. Instead 
of going downhill, now I 
can really move forward. 
Thank you.”
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SETH WAS LIVING A HAPPY LIFE, after 
serving as a United States Marine and marrying 
his high school sweetheart in Marin County. 
With his dog Jake by his side, Seth worked as 
a professional dog trainer in San Francisco for 
more than 10 years, building relationships with 
many grateful clients. But this high period for 
Seth abruptly came to an end when a hit and run 
auto accident left him with severe chronic pain 
and the inability to continue his self-employment. 
His body was broken, and his marriage crumbled. 
Seth fell into a dark depression.
 
When medical bills and his divorce left Seth 
financially tapped out, he lost his apartment and 
tried to pet sit for former clients when he could. 
On the nights he was on his own, Seth’s dog kept 
him warm in the cab of Seth’s truck. Seth knew 
he was drinking more than he should. With debts 
mounting and his panic rising, Seth came to St. 
Vincent’s hoping for food and clean socks. Little 
did he know that your support meant that he 
would find so much more.
 
Thanks to you, St. Vincent’s Housing Help team 
met Seth and jumped into action, knowing this 
veteran deserved more than the painful life he 
was living. After speaking to Seth, they learned 
that he had a brother in Nevada and organized  
a telephone reunion that day. Seth was surprised 
and thrilled when his brother said he could live 
with him, if only he could get himself to Nevada. 

What happened next? Your generosity provided 
travel costs which made it possible for Seth and 
Jake to get into their truck and head straight to 

Nevada, to the new life that awaited them. Within 
minutes, you changed everything. This once-
lonely veteran was all smiles as he waved out the 
window of his old, sturdy truck on his way to a 
better life.

Your Rapid Response program helped dozens 
of people last year travel to supportive housing 
solutions beyond Marin County. 

HELP FOR VETERANS 

He asked for socks and you 
found him a home  
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Major donors gave the amounts 

specified to the St. Vincent de Paul 

Society, District Council of Marin 

County from January 1, 2019 to 

December 31, 2019.

YOUR GENEROSITY CHANGES LIVES                                        

LEADING SUPPORTERS 

$25,000 +
Anonymous (1)
Anthem Blue Cross Foundation
Christ Lutheran Church
County of Marin
Crescent Porter Hale Foundation
Richard and Jean Gallagher
Estate of Debra Guerin
Estate of Kenneth and Janine Edlin
Ginnie and Peter Haas Jr. Fund
Harbor Point Charitable Foundation
Terrance G. Hodel 
Jolson Family Foundation
Marin Community Foundation
Peter Stragnola Revocable Trust
Saul Zaentz Charitable Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous (1)
Terry S. Adair 
Bono Brothers Memorial Trust
Bothin Foundation
Jeanne and Bill Cahill
Dandelion Foundation
Dennis and Pam Fisco
Herb and Joan Foedisch
Gary and Debbie Ghilotti
Giraudo Family 
Bill Gray
Lenore Heffernan
Diane Henderson
Estate of James W. Henderson
Lucasfilm Foundation
Linda Nelson and Robert Kaliski 
Lavender Butterfly Fund
The Left Tilt Fund
Sharon Lewis
Barbara McCullough
Brian McGuinn
Ronald Mezzetta
Alfred Petrofsky
Richard Katerndahl and Penelope Preovolos
Milton and Dorothy Sarnoff Raymond 		
	 Foundation
William E. Simon Foundation
Estate of Tom Sullivan
Wells Fargo Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous (4)
The Barron Family
George and Margie Barry
Mimi Watson and Randall Chapman
Clara-Belle L. Hamilton Core Trust
Daniel and Susan Daniloff
Mary Escalle
Matt and Andrea Fegley
The Feibusch Foundation
Greg and Jean Fidler

Joseph Patrick Fitzgerald
Michael and Julie Gallagher
Duane and Theresa Geck
Charles and Eva Gibbs
Gregg and Judy Gibson
Barbara Grieco
David and Patricia Grubb
Craig Hartman and Jan O’Brien
Brian and Teresa Hauswirth
Michael and Helene Keran
John and Vicki Kryzanowski
Miriam Connaughton and Milton Kypriadis 
Greg and Amy Laudenslager
Amy Lovelace and Hector Lopez
Macan Equities, Inc.
Maggiora & Ghilotti Engineering  
	 Contractors
Marin Airporter
Charles and Nancy McQuilkin
Frank and Imelda Moeslein
Michael and Mari Pautler
Maria Pelletier
Rev. Paul E. Perry 
Steve and Kathleen Robertson
Michael and Alison Seaman
Eric R. Shapiro
Peter and Veronique Siggins
Jeff and Anna Silberman
Michael and Elizabeth Smylie
St. Vincent de Paul Conferences
Star of The Sea Catholic Church
Richard T. Tarrant

$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous (3)
Ignacio Arribas and Nitsa Lallas
John and Millie Barrett
Bentley Family Fund
Bewley-Motluk Charitable Foundation
Jean Bordon
Michael and Gloria Bromham
Roger and Betty Cassidy
Thomas and Ruth Ann Cawley
Jean Haley Darling
Don Dayre
Louis Demattei
Maren Kinscher and Stephen Fein
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Nancy Field
Edward and Valerie Garaventa
Jim Garrison
Michael Gill 
Robert and Leonor Gloistein
Ronald and Christine Grossi
Matthew and Heather Langley
Patricia and William Langley, Jr.
Stephen and Annemarie Lechner
Emil and Lenore Maionchi
David and Catherine D. Marsten

We invite you to 
join this generous 
and visionary 
group of people 
helping us find 
a way to end 
suffering every 
single day”
—Rich and Jeanne Gallagher

“
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YOUR GENEROSITY CHANGES LIVES                                        
James and Maureen McGeehan
Jane Mraz
Dan and Sue Ohlson
Michael Peterson
James and Virginia Pidgeon
Eugene and Maureen Pudlo
Angelo Siracusa and Diana Rixey
Richard K. Robbins
Doug and Margi Roberts
Rev. Paul J. Rossi
Rotary Club of Marin Sunrise Foundation
Rotary Club of Tiburon Sunset Foundation
Brian and Suzanne Swift
VWLackey & DonS Fund
David and Deborah Wiechers
Darwin and Carole Williams
Norbert and Roswitha Winter
Katherine Woolard
Sandra M. Yoffie

$1,000 - $2,499
Anonymous (7)
Florence Adams
Susan L. Adamson
Sidney F. Baker
Bank of America
Bank of Marin
Jack and Kim Barcewski
Jacqueline Barnick
Geoffrey Baylor
Jay R. Beasley, Jr.
Robert and Kathleen Begley
David Bennett
Maureen Bennett
Josh Brier
David Thompson and Maureen Broderick 
Father William Brown
Cecilia Brunner-Pierce
J. Barry Bryson
John and Patricia Cahill
April Cassou
Walter Caulfield
Edward Chrabaszewski
Jeffrey and Kate Colin 
Computer Solutions of Marin
Cornell Family Fund
Dan and Nathalie Costello
Mary Lou Coyle
William Francis Crawford
Bob and Cloann DiGrazia
James and Cecelia Donahue
Gil Dowd III
Peggy and Gregory Duick 
Lawrence and Darby Duke
Dr. Peter Eisenberg
Kirsty Ellis 
Margaret Ellis
Emery Howard Portfolio Management
Carol Glaser and Phil Fant
Seth and Alison Ferguson
Carla Fisher 
Roger and Nancy Freed
Funding Passion and Love Foundation
Ingrid and Jack Gallagher

Jim Garrison
Theodore and MC Gazulis
Daniel Gelbaum
Susan Johann Gilardi
Patricia Gilleran
Sal Guglielmino
Rinaldo and Donamay Guinasso, Jr.
Frank J. Gundry 
Jack Hanshaw
Christophe and Pascale Hery
Jill Hill 
Hilltop Foundation
Charmaine Hinman
Nick and Linda Hoppe
Emery Howard
Daisy Isabelle-Romjue 
Ruth T. Johnson
Stella Shao and Fred Juul
Yolande Jurzykowski
Joyce Kennard
Geraldine Kerby
Robert and Terry Keyes
Gerald K. Cahill and Kathleen S. King Fund
Marilyn Knight
Jessica and David Kostuik 
Nelson and Elisabeth Lampert
Lawrence and Lelia Lanctot
Edward and Kathy Lederer
Elizabeth Levy
George and Mary Lin
Vincent and Cherry Lin
Linbro, Inc.
Lopez Charitable Giving Fund
Grace Lozier
Willy and Susan Lukach 
Carl Lundgren
Marvin Lundwall
J. Kenneth and Mary Lynch
Joan Madden 
Frank and Doreen Malin
Cary Martin
Joseph and Pola Martino
Camilla Marvel
Andrew and Theresa McCullough
James and Maureen McGeehan 
Brian McGonigle
Bambi Mengarelli
Carol P. Meyer
Wesley Middleton
Janet, Joyce, and Gail Mills
Margaret Moster
Virginia Murillo
Gail Noah 
Greg Norris Insurance
Mary Belle O’Brien
P.J. and Mags O’Connell
Roger and Cathleen Odenberg
John and Patricia O’Neil
Thomas and Susan O’Neill
Chris Osborn
Carla Lee Overberger
Josefina and Dennis Papendick
Francis and Diana Parnell
Mario and Jean Patane

Stephen and Lorena Pelleriti
Lawrence and Lynne Pentis
Phillips and Eileen Perkins
Ken and Jeannie Perry
Richard and Betty Peters
Margit Pettipas
Timothy and Alice Pidgeon
John Pimentel
John and Patricia Pizza
Douglas and Lidia Pringle
Danny and Alison Rabb
Richard Rainis
Arthur Raisman, Ph.D.
Stephen and Marian Rayburn
J.N. Reese Jr.
Diana and William Risch
Richard K. Robbins
Aileen Dillon and Joseph Rokovich
Irwin and Jill Ross-Kuntz
Rotary Club of Tiburon-Belvedere
Rose Roven
Tom and Jeanne Rowe
Pete and Dana Ryan
Rick and Cynthia Sapp
Joseph Dyson and Leslie Schaaf
Jason Schneider
Howard and Carroll Schwartz 
Herman A. Schwarz
Michael and Jennifer Shepard
Angelo Siracusa and Diana Rixey
Susan Kreusch and Kevin Smead 
Caitlin Weil Smith
Karen and Gordon Smith
Hart and Wilma Smith Family Trust
Joseph and Ella Spinelli
Stephen Squires
St. Hilary Catholic Church
St. Patrick’s School
Diane and Joseph Stemach 
	 Charitable Fund
Chris Stanton 
Jonathan and Andrea Star
Diane and Joseph Stemach 
	 Charitable Fund
Robert K. and Barbara Straus 
	 Family Foundation, Inc.
Mary Lee Strebl
Charles Runkel and Marcia Taylor
Trisha Smith and Tom Theodores
Leona and Loarn Thoelecke 
Dennis and Nancy Thompson
Bill and Dina Tiedje
Marcello and Susan Todaro 
Luke Vandijk
Hendrik and Gerda Van Nood
Robert and Diane Wagner
Steve and Debbie Ward
WBE
Dorothy J. Weaver
John and Victoria Welisch
Jan H. West
Jim and Toni Wilson
Claude and Cloanne Wundrow
Rene Zakhour
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YOUR GIVING CHANGES LIVES

We can’t stop now. Please help expand 

the life-changing work of 3,500 

generous donors, 2,900 dedicated 

volunteers, and 28 outstanding staff 

members to make housing, food and 

a chance for a better life possible for 

thousands of people who are hurting. 

Please contribute as generously as  

you can. Thank you!  

Together, the changes we 
are making lift up the lives 
of vulnerable children, 
adults, seniors and veterans 
in our community. Let’s 
keep going!”
—Herb Foedisch, Vice President, Board  
of Directors St. Vincent de Paul Society  
of Marin 

“

EXPAND OUR CIRCLE OF SUPPORT  
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TOTAL INCOME $5,227,194

Financial Donations
	$1,794,670 Private Donations		  34.3%	
	$1,723,789 Grants		  26.6%

	$3,185,252		  61%

In-Kind Donations
$805,497  		  15.4%

Earned Income      
$594,730		  11.4%

Bequests  
$638,715		  12.2%

TOTAL EXPENSES $5,433,843

Client Assistance
$2,022,782 Housing & Aid		  37.2%
$1,176,590 Homelessness Prevention 		 21.6%

$3,199,372		  58.8%

Dining Room
$1,485,141		  27.4%

Fund Raising
$357,178 		  6.6%

Administrative
$392,152		  7.2%

The services at the St. Vincent de Paul Society of Marin are available to all who reside 
in Marin County. Your donation stays in Marin County.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY OF MARIN  
2019 FINANCIAL SUMMARY



ST.  VINCENT DE PAU L
S OC I E TY  O F  MAR I N

BOARD OFFICERS

Rich Gallagher
President

Founder of Marin 

Skin Diving

Herb Foedisch
Vice President

Wealth management advisor,

Northwestern Mutual

Mike Bromham  
Secretary 

Retired business executive

Mike Pautler
Treasurer	

Retired financial executive

St. Vincent de Paul Society  
of Marin County 

820 B Street 

San Rafael, CA 94901

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 150527 

San Rafael, CA 94915

www.vinnies.org  

415-454-3303

 CONTACT

Roger Cassidy
Retired health insurance  

executive 

Randy Chapman
President,  

Meridian Management  

Group

Susan Daniloff
Philanthropist 

Duane Geck 
Attorney,  

Severson & Werson

Amy Diller 
Laudenschlager 
Realtor,

Compass 

Willy Lukach 
Financial advisor,

Merrill Lynch

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS

Jovita Addeo

Janet Brown 

Libby Carra

Ruth Ann Cawley

Phil Fant

John Halapoff

Bill Langley

Willy Lukach

John Mahoney

Marjie Mohrir

Bob Moody

Catherine Plocki

Bob Puett

Bill Sanchez

Linda Woodrum

John Zeiter

Kathleen Robertson
Retired real estate  

executive 

 
 

Suzanne Swift 
Retired, President  

& Owner,  

Buffet Concept

BOARD MEMBERS

Vicki Masseria  
Director of Finance  

and Operations

Connie Borges 
Director of Client  

Services 

Howard Schwartz 
Director of Strategic 

Initiatives

MANAGEMENT TEAM

Christine Paquette
Executive Director

St. Vincent de Paul Society of Marin County 
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 
Design: Marschall Design www.marschalldesign.com 
Printed on recycled paper using soy-based inks. 


