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YOU MADE THE IMPOSSIBLE...POSSIBLE



IN MY MANY YEARS of volunteering for the St. Vincent de Paul Society of Marin, I notice again and again 
how your participation in our mission allows people in crisis to get the help they need immediately. Your 
generosity gives the Society the flexibility to act quickly, take chances and employ creative solutions that have 
not yet been tried. 

When people face evictions, hunger and homelessness, the accompanying fear and uncertainty can be 
overwhelming.  By the time they come to us, most have exhausted their resources while trying to fix the 
problem on their own, and many feel that their situation has reached an impossible impasse. When you step 
in to help, you shine a beacon of hope into what is often the darkest moment of their lives. You make the 
“impossible” possible.

YOUR GENEROSITY TO THE SOCIETY ALLOWS US TO DEFY SOME OF TODAY’S HOUSING MYTHS. 

MYTH: “I’ll never find a place I can afford; I can’t find anything in this area.” 

We hear this statement from many discouraged people who are either homeless or unable to stay 
in their current residence due to Marin’s rising rents. Despite Marin’s serious housing shortage, our 
Housing Help Desk assists low-income families and individuals find housing they can afford  
every single day! See our story about James on page five…

MYTH: Some people are too mentally ill, addicted or sick to have housing.

In fact, chronically homeless people need housing the most. Their lack of housing results in higher 
costs to our community when they continue to suffer on our streets. Your investment in our new 
Homeless Outreach Team (HOT) program is achieving excellent results using a “housing first” 
strategy to care for people with multiple, life-threatening challenges. See our story about Carlene  
on page seven…

YOU ARE THE HERO WHO MAKES THIS WORK POSSIBLE.

Thankfully, as a generous benefactor, you know that no one is too sick or too difficult to deserve help. 
Together, we are advancing bold and innovative approaches to ending homelessness for men, women and 
children who have suffered for far too long. 

With heartfelt gratitude,

Rich Gallagher
President, Board of Directors
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TOGETHER, THE IMPOSSIBLE BECOMES POSSIBLE



Crisis assistance preventing 1,200 
families from losing their housing

Permanent housing secured for 114 
people living on the streets

Rotating Emergency Shelter Team (REST) 
for 311 homeless adults 

Free Dining Room serving 200,000 hot 
meals to children, adults, seniors, and 
veterans

Job Stipends and Training for  
18 homeless people

Community Court providing justice for 
370 people living in poverty

Supported housing for 15 chronically 
homeless individuals with multiple health 
problems through our new Homeless 
Outreach Team (HOT) collaborative 

YOU MADE THE IMPOSSIBLE...POSSIBLE 
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OUR GOAL is to provide compassionate care and critical services to residents of Marin who 
are struggling to make ends meet, but are not receiving the help they need. For over 10,000 
people in 2016, thank you for making the following possible:
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JUST BEFORE THE HOLIDAYS, James 
was diagnosed with Stage 3 cancer. 
For decades, James worked as a highly 
regarded nurse at San Quentin State 
Prison. His job benefits included living in 
a modest house in San Quentin Village. 
After his diagnosis, James wanted to keep 
working, but found it impossible to do 
so while grappling with prolonged and 
difficult treatment protocols. Sadly, he 
was forced to retire at age 62.  

Retiring from his nursing job also meant 
that James had to leave his beloved home 
of 23 years. With Marin’s high cost of 
living, he was afraid he would soon be on 
the streets with no job, no home and a 
life-threatening disease. Despite a lifetime 
of self-sufficiency, his problems suddenly 
seemed insurmountable and fighting 
cancer made it impossible for him to 
focus on any of them.  

That’s when you came to the rescue. 
Unwilling to watch James fall into despair, 
you helped him find an apartment in 
Vallejo that he could afford on his fixed 
retirement income. You gave James 
the required rental deposit and helped 
him with other move-in costs, greatly 
reducing his anxiety. Most importantly, 

you provided a compassionate response 
when James desperately needed one. 
Today, James is continuing treatment, 
lives in a safe environment and feels 
immense gratitude for the love given to 
him by his “St. Vincent’s angels.”

YOU MADE THE IMPOSSIBLE...POSSIBLE 
                  for James
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“St. Vincent’s is a key partner for 
the County of Marin in addressing 
the unique needs of people in 
our community living in poverty. 
They are always there for people 
who are hungry, for people who 
are at risk of losing their housing 
and for people in crisis who have 
become homeless. Their services 
are provided with dignity and 
compassion. We appreciate St. 
Vincent’s informed approach and 
unwavering commitment.” 
  –  DAMON CONNOLLY 

District 1 Supervisor  
County of Marin

 I was always the one taking care of people who were sick. My heart is 
so full right now. Thank you, angels, for taking such good care of me!”  
– JAMES

“
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CARLENE WAS 56 and had a serious 
drinking problem. She lost her friends, her 
home and her job, and ended up living 
on the streets of Marin for many years. 
Carlene tried to get help, but bounced in 
and out of detox programs and shelters 
without success.    

After becoming completely blind in one 
eye and beginning to lose sight in her 
other eye, Carlene kept drinking to ease 
her pain. She sustained many injuries due 
to walking into traffic or falling down, 
which resulted in frequent hospital visits 
and police arrests. Looking at Carlene, it 
was impossible to imagine that she was 
going to live much longer. 

Undaunted, you never gave up on 
what might be possible for Carlene. You 
sponsored our new Housing Outreach 
Team (HOT), which offered her the 
chance to move into a hotel room with 
supervision from a caregiver. 

You provided the shelter, food and 
supportive services that Carlene needed 
to get better safely and off the streets. 

With this personalized care, Carlene’s 
health began to improve, eliminating 
her emergency room visits. Her thinking 
cleared, and she eventually gave up 
drinking altogether.

Your support made it possible for Carlene 
to find resources for living independently 
despite her blindness. Carlene also was 
able to access the benefits to which she 
was entitled. Because you believed in the 
“impossible,” Carlene is now living in 
good health in her own Marin apartment 
with a live-in caregiver and a whole new 
chance at life. 

YOU MADE THE IMPOSSIBLE...POSSIBLE 
                  for Carlene
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St. Vincent’s incredible leadership 
was instrumental in launching the 
Homeless Outreach Team (HOT) 
program. Now, the most desperate 
people on our streets are finally 
getting the help they need.  
The City of San Rafael is 
extremely fortunate to have such 
an innovative and dedicated 

partner.” 
  –  ANDREW HENING 

City of San Rafael 
Director of Homeless Planning

“

 I didn’t think anyone cared. Now, it feels like I have finally woken up 
from a really bad dream. Someone does care. Thank you for helping me.”  
– CARLENE

“
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MARY HAD LONG SUFFERED in 
an abusive marriage until she found 
the courage to flee with her seven 
year old son. The situation was 
especially challenging because Mary is 
developmentally disabled and has limited 
literacy skills and Max has been physically 
disabled since birth.  

Forced to leave the family home in the 
dark of night, Mary was told she qualified 
for an emergency housing voucher from 
the county, but then she received a letter 
rejecting her application. Mary cried 
inconsolably, convinced that she and Max 
would remain homeless.

But you restored hope to this vulnerable 
family. When Mary came to our 
Housing Help Desk, our volunteers 
patiently helped her appeal the housing 
voucher decision. It turned out that 
the application, with its many pages of 
complicated questions, was impossible 
for someone with Mary’s limited reading 
comprehension to complete.

Your caring generosity enabled Mary to 
resubmit the application – this time with 
success! 

Once Mary’s housing voucher came 
through, you helped her find an 
apartment and provided her with the 
furnishings needed to safely settle with 
Max into their new home.  

Today, your generosity continues to 
support this high-needs family with our 
compassionate volunteers who check in 
on them regularly. 

YOU MADE THE IMPOSSIBLE...POSSIBLE 
                  for Mary and Max

I am proud of our outstanding 
and committed staff, volunteers 
and supporters. We are absolutely 
determined to end suffering in our 
community.”
  –  CHRISTINE PAQUETTE 

Executive Director 
St. Vincent de Paul Society of Marin

“
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 Thank you for everything you did to help me and Max. I can breathe now 
that we are safe. I thought the world had ended but now it has just started!”  
– MARY

“
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JIM AND MARGIE DIXON were a 
hard working couple who lived in Mill 
Valley with their two teenagers, Rory and 
Rayna. Not long ago, Jim was devastated 
when he suddenly lost his job. He 
agonized about how to tell his family that 
they had run out of money and would 
soon be evicted from their rental house.  

Just when it seemed things couldn’t 
get any worse, Margie’s sister, a single 
mom, was hospitalized with a complete 
emotional breakdown. Social services 
asked Jim and Margie if they would care 
for her sister’s 14-year-old son, David,  
so that he would not have to enter foster 
care. Despite their financial crisis, Jim  
and Margie took David into their home, 
which made them feel more vulnerable 
than ever.

A neighbor suggested that Jim called our 
Crisis Help Line. Thanks to you, assistance 
was on its way. You helped the Dixons 
find an apartment they could afford on 
Margie’s salary alone. 

You provided the rental deposit they 
needed to secure the apartment and 
move in. With this positive turn of events, 
Jim and Margie regained hope. Jim soon 
found another job and the Dixons once 
again became a thriving family. David and 
his cousin Rory have become inseparable 
at their new high school. Rayna was 
just awarded a full scholarship to attend 
private school. Once again, you turned 
a crisis into a happy ending, this time for 
two Marin families in need. 

YOU MADE THE IMPOSSIBLE...POSSIBLE 
                 for the Dixons

We believe that everyone needs 
food, housing, dignity and a 
chance for a better life – no one 
can do it alone.”
  –  SUZANNE WALKER 

Deputy Director 
St. Vincent de Paul Society of Marin

“
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You gave us a lifeline when we were desperate. Keeping our family 
together has meant the world to us. We hope we can help others in 
the future.”  – JIM

“
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$25,000 +
Anonymous (1)
County of Marin
Harbor Point Foundation
Marin Community Foundation
Ines Miller Revocable Trust
Alfred Petrofsky
Ranzini Trust
Rita Degan Survivor’s Trust
Saul Zaentz Charitable Foundation
Alice Shaver Foundation
William E. Simon Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous (3)
Bono Brothers Memorial
Michael and Gloria Bromham
Herb and Joan Foedisch
Richard and Jean Gallagher
Georgine, Mark, and Joseph Giraudo
Jan O’Brien and Craig Hartman
Frank and Lenore Heffernan
Jay Pritzker Foundation
Jolson Family Foundation
John and Vicki Kryzanowski
Sharon Lewis
Richard Mani
Frank and Imelda Moeslein
Peter E. Haas, Jr. Family Fund
Michael and Mari Pautler
Steve and Kathleen Robertson
Sovereign Military Order of Malta- 
  Western Association
Unbroken Chain Foundation
William Gundry Fund

$5,000 – $9,999
The Betsy Gordon Foundation
Janet Brown
Jeanne and Bill Cahill
Dandelion Foundation
Mary Escalle
Ganote Family Foundation
Debbie and Gary Ghilotti
Charles and Eva Gibbs
Clara-Belle L. Hamilton Core Trust
Scott Douglas Handleman
Brian and Teresa Hauswirth
Robert Kaliski and Linda Nelson
Richard Katerndahl and  
  Penelope Preovolos

Miriam Connaughton and  
  Milton Kypriadis
Doreen and Frank Malin
David and Catherine D. Marsten
Barbara McCullough
James and Maureen McGeehan
Mary Mills
Rev. Paul E. Perry
Daniel and Susan Ohlson
Margaret and Patrick O’Connell
Rose Creek Fund
Paul J. Rossi
Eric R. Shapiro
Peter and Veronique Siggins
Michael and  Elizabeth Smylie
St. Vincent de Paul Society Conferences
Rex Wolf
Marilen and Schuyler Wood

$2,500 – $4,999
Kimberly Allen
Anonymous (1)
Bewley-Motluk Charitable Foundation
Jean Bordon
Patti Breitman and Stan Rosenfeld
Roger and Leslee Budge
Costello Risk Services
Ruth M Cox
Don Dayre
Thomas R. Delebo, M.D.
Louis Demattei
Kirsty Ellis
The Feibusch Foundation
Stephen Fein
Pamela and Dennis Fisco
Carla Fisher
Michael and Julie Gallagher
Duane and Theresa Geck
Isaiah Grayson
Barbara Grieco
Thomas Parker and Michelle Griffin
Charmaine Hinman
Kristin Hite
Caressa Condo and James Huston
Jens and Bente Jensen
Stella Shao and Fred Juul
Kalliopeia Foundation
Michael and Helene Keran
Richard and Imsoon Kim
Marilyn V. Knight
Jessica and David Kostuik
William and Patricia Langley, Jr.

Stephen and Annemarie Lechner
Marin Airporter
Charles and Nancy McQuilkin
Jane Mraz
Roger & Cathleen Odenberg
The Outdoor Art Club, Inc.
Anna M Oviedo
Rotary Club of Tiburon Sunset 
Robert K. and Barbara Straus Family 
  Foundation
Sharon Segal
Vickie Soulier
Spirit Rock Meditation Center
Richard T. Tarrant
Tiburon Classic Car Show
Annette Venables
Estate of Lauretta L. Vogelheim
Rev. Ken Weare
David and Deborah Wiechers
Darwin and Carole Williams
Steve and Chris Wilsey
Yelp Foundation

$1,000 – $2,499
Susan L. Adamson
AMF
Anonymous (2)
Ron and Marcia Antipa
John and Angela Armstead
Ignacio Arribas and Nitsa Lallas
Gee Kampmeyer and Bill Asiano
Sidney F. Baker
Dennis and Bernadette Baraty
George and Margie Barry
Richard and Sue  Barry
Bassing Painting, Inc.
Jay R. Beasley, Jr.
David Bennett
Bentley Family Fund
William and Patricia Blanton
Bambi Buckles
Deirdre Burke
April Cassou
Walter and Mary Caulfield
Church of Our Savior
Church World Service, Inc.
The City of San Rafael
Congregation Sisters of Nazareth
Cynthia Cornell
Mary Lou Coyle
William Francis Crawford

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY
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YOU MADE THE IMPOSSIBLE...POSSIBLE 

Major donors gave the amounts specified to the District Council of Marin County  
from October 1, 2015 to September 30, 2016.

Susan and Daniel Daniloff
Daniel Drake
Ursula Deuster
Leslie Schaaf and Joseph Dyson
Lucille and Gregory Erigero
Kathleen Fatooh
Seth and Alison Ferguson
Nancy Field
Virginia Fifield
The GE Foundation
Louis J. Geissberger
Daniel Gelbaum
Andrea Fegley
William and Carol Ferrar
Greg and Jean Fidler
Loretta Figueroa
Marilynne Forguson
Robert and Mitzie Forsland
Bill and Kathy Freschi
Ingrid and Jack Gallagher
Mai Dolch and Dave Ganapoler
The Gant Family Foundation
Edward and Valerie Garaventa
Laurence M. Garces
Gerald K. Cahill and Kathleen S.  
  King Fund
Gregg and Judy Gibson
Michael and Linda Gill
Robert and Leonor Gloistein
Steven Gorski and Mary Walsh-Gorski
Ronald and Christine Grossi
Rinaldo and Donamay Guinasso, Jr.
Frank J. Gundry
Albert and Shirley Hall
Jack Hanshaw
Robert and Judy Haslam
Christopher T. Heffelfinger
Heffernan Group Foundation
Christophe and Pascale Hery
Hilltop Charitable Foundation
Richard and Anne Hocking
Nick Hoppe
Lynne Horan
Robert and Terry Keyes
George Laplante and Sydnie Kohara
Scott Lawrence
Edward Lederer
George and Renate Lee
Elisabeth Levy
Linbro, Inc.
Mark Loustau
Lucasfilm Foundation
Grace Lozier

Willy and Susan Lukach
J. Kenneth and Mary Lynch
Leslie and Diane Lynch
Emil and Lenore Maionchi
Maggiora & Ghilotti Engineering  
  Contractors
Joseph and Pola Martino
Camilla Marvel
Joy McCrea
Matthew and Ann McGrath
Brian McGuinn
Lawrence and Roberta McHugh
Carol P. Meyer

Wesley Middleton
Jane Miller
Jeanne Miller
Kenneth Minkoff
John and Martha Mouer
Robert Morgan
Kathleen Morgen
John and Jennie Noerr
Novato Rotary Endowment
Mary Belle O’Brien
Gabriel O’Donoghue
John and Patricia O’Neil
Thomas and Susan O’Neill
Marilyn Oronzi
Francine and William Osenton
Peter Paolino
Josefina and Dennis Papendick
Sam and Mandy Parke
George and Elyse Pasha
Stephen and Lorena Pelleriti
Lawrence and Lynne Pentis
James and Sonya Peters
Richard Peters
Theresa Peters
Michael Peterson
James and Virginia Pidgeon
Jerry Piro
Presbyterian Church of Novato
Douglas and Lidia Pringle
Eugene and Maureen Pudlo

Michael and Lucille Quigley
Robert and Joan Raab
Arthur Raisman, Ph.D.
Stephen and Marian Rayburn
Genevieve S. Richardson
Diana and William Risch
Doug and Margi Roberts
Irwin and Jill Ross-Kuntz
Rotary Club of Tiburon-Belvedere
Rotasa Foundation
Benjamin and Marian Rotnicki
Tom and Jeanne Rowe
Charles Runkel and Marcia Taylor
Howard and Carroll Schwartz
Gregory Seal
Mary Semple
David Shepard
Lisa and George Shumny
Harold Singleton
Kevin Smead and Susan Kreusch
David W. Smith
Karen and Gordon Smith
Shelagh Kiley Smith
Joseph and Ella Spinelli
Dick and Joanne Spotswood
Gary and Cathy Spratling
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
St. Patrick Catholic Church
Star of The Sea Catholic Church
Andrea Star
Brian and Suzanne Swift
John and Shawn Sylvia
Jeff Tate
James S. Teter
Roderick and Deborah Thompson
Leona Thoelecke
Marcello and Susan Todaro
Thomas and Ancella Toldrian
Kathleen and Daniel Toney
Maurine Trimbach
Robert and Diane Wagner
Laurene Waldron
Steve and Debbie Ward
Westminster Presbyterian Church
Shelia Whittemore
James and Louise Williams
Douglas and Linda Woodrum
Katherine Berryman Woolard
Hendrik and Gerda Van Nood
Verizon Foundation
Rene Zakhour
John and Marie Zeiter

“We invite you to join this generous 
and visionary group of people who 
are committed to ending suffering  
in our community.” 
         –  RICH AND JEAN GALLAGHER 



14

YOU MADE THE IMPOSSIBLE...POSSIBLE

PLEASE EXPAND the critical work of  

• 3000 generous donors    
• 2800 dedicated volunteers    
• 19 staff members 

to make food, housing, dignity and a 
chance for a better life for thousands 
of people possible!

Please contribute as generously as  
you possibly can today. 

Thank you!

We are greatly blessed by 
the compassion and loving 
kindness of each person 
who supports the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society. They offer 
a beacon of hope and 
nourishment to all who are 
suffering.”
  –  MONSIGNOR SHEERAN 

Marin Catholic, Director of Mission  

and Ministry

“
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Total Income $3,896,007

Financial Donations
$2,815,550  72.5%

In-Kind Donations
$557,154   14%

Revenue      
$274,458 7%    

Bequests  
$158,100 4%

Other 
$90,745   2.5%

Total Expenses $   3,317,685

Client Assistance
$1,785,552 54%

Dining Room
$1,024,070 31%

Fund Raising
 $258,375    8%

Administrative
$249,688  7%

The services at the St. Vincent de Paul Society of Marin are available to all who reside in 
Marin County. Your donation stays in Marin County.

2016 FINANCIAL SUMMARY

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY OF MARIN 



BOARD MEMBERS

Richard Gallagher, President

Susan Daniloff, Vice President

Mike Bromham, Secretary

Mike Pautler, Treasurer

Jan O’Brien, Spiritual Advisor

Gene Smith, Spiritual Advisor

Jovita Addeo

Janet Brown

Ruth Ann Cawley

Dan Costello

Phil Fant

Herb Foedisch

Duane Geck

John Halapoff

Jack Hayes

John Kryzanowski

Bill Langley

Willy Lukach

John Mahoney

Doreen Malin

Marjie Mohrir

Bob Moody

Catherine Plocki

Bob Puett

Ellie Reiter

Kathleen Robertson

Bill Sanchez

Suzanne Swift

Linda Woodrum

John Zeiter

 

MANAGEMENT TEAM

Christine Paquette, Executive Director

Suzanne Walker, Deputy Director

Vicki Masseria, Director of Finance and Operations

Connie Borges, Director of Client Services

Howard Schwartz, Housing Director

STAFF

Sandra Cuevas, Administrative Assistant

Cely Hernandez, Client Services Coordinator

Alex Lyon, Volunteer Coordinator

Charlotte Stanton, Case Manager

Joe Taylor, Driver

DINING ROOM STAFF

Fredy Esquivel, Head Cook

John Fabianovich, Supervisor 

Cesar Bacab 

Donnie Boslar 

Javier Gutierrez 

Jose Lopez 

Rick Lopez 

Seylor Perez 

Fanny Vega

CONTACT

St. Vincent de Paul Society of Marin County 

820 B Street 

San Rafael, CA 94915

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 150527  

San Rafael, CA 94915

www.vinnies.org 

415-454-3303

St. Vincent de Paul Society of Marin County  
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
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